
HERRON 
HIGH SCHOOL With Your Help 

May Wright Sewall Memorial torches  

to ‘relight’ their original Herron site 

Through the generosity and support of the Indianapolis Museum of 
Art (IMA), the bronze torches honoring May Wright Sewall (1844-
1920) will return to their original location to illuminate the steps of 
Herron High School, the Indianapolis classical high school located at 
110 E. 16th Street. The torches have been in the care of IMA and we 
are pleased to announce their pending return to the campus. Herron 
High School is seeking financial support to complete this project. 
 
The torches at Herron High School campus will “relight” the spirit of 
this important founding woman in our city’s history. May Wright Sewall 
was a recognized education, writer, suffragist and peace    advocate. 
She is best known for her support of the arts, advocacy for the rights 
of women and her leadership in classical education for girls. It was 
her inspiration that gave birth to the Art Association of Indianapolis, 
later to become the John Herron Art Institute and later still the  
Indianapolis Museum of Art. 

 
History: After May Wright Sewall’s death in 1920, a 
memorial committee of John Herron Art Institute 
members was formed to plan a lasting legacy to 
mark May Wright Sewall’s contributions to our city. 
The memorial was to be installed near the spot 
where she turned the first shovel of dirt during a 

ground breaking ceremony for the Herron Museum building on Sept. 
25, 1905. Two bronze torches, believed to have been ordered from 
the Gorham Company, were chosen for the memorial. One of the 
torches bears the inscription: “May Wright Sewall, born, Greenfield, 
WI., May 27, 1844. Died, Indianapolis, July 22, 1920. Lead Kindly 
Light,” and the second; “In grateful memory of May Wright Sewall in 
whose wise and farseeing thought originated the idea of an Art  
 Association of Indianapolis.” 
 
The memorial committee installed the bronze torches on the 16th 
Street steps leading to the John Herron Art Institute on May 27, 1923, 
marking the anniversary of Sewall’s birth. At the dedication ceremony 
87 years ago, the committee welcomed “all who recognize the illumi-
nating influence of May Wright Sewall.” The committee chair said, 
“We delight in their practical significance as well as their  beautiful 
symbolism, the diffusion of light so fitting an emblem of the aim and 
life purpose of her whose memory we would cherish and perpetuate.” 
 
Rededication: In the upcoming rededication ceremony on May 27, 
2010 the bronze torches will be proudly returned to their original loca-
tion at the school. In the spirit of this outstanding woman, Herron High 
School’s dedication to classical education, and the cultivation and 
appreciation of the arts will continue the legacy of this important civic 

patron that began more than 100 years ago. We believe we would 
have Sewall’s endorsement of our current mission in this very  
different era: “Herron High School partners with families and the  
community to provide a classical liberal arts education that integrates 
knowledge, inspires discipline, and values community service.” 
 
Herron High School seeks community and philanthropic support to 
return the torches to their original home on the 16th Street campus in 
Indianapolis. “We see the torches as a fitting emblem representing 
both the illumination of knowledge and the enlightenment gained 
through service to the community which we honor at our classical 
charter school,” says Janet McNeal, Head of Herron High School. 
 
Your Help is Needed: While The IMA is generously restoring the 
torches to their original luster, Herron High School must raise the 
funds to restore the limestone foundations, new electrical work,  
transportation and other fees associated with getting the torches to 
our campus. The combined cost to restore the historic treasures is 
approximately $15,000.  
 
Herron High School seeks support for this project from local donors, 
businesses and foundations. Your tax deductible financial gift—in any 
amount, will help create a new and lasting legacy as these historic 
emblems return to the campus to light the way in the 21st century.  
The May Wright Sewall torches will be symbols that represent both 
the school and the students who will be part of our city’s brighter  
future. Herron High School is an independent school registered 
as a 501(C)(3).  
 
Interested financial contributors should contact Karen Lalioff at: 

 

                              Herron High School 
                             110 E. 16th Street 
                              Indianapolis, IN 46202 
                              317-231-0010 x6     
                              klalioff@herronhighschool.org 

H e r r o n  H i g h  S c h o o l  i s  n o t  a f f i l i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  H e r r o n  S c h o o l  o f  A r t  a n d  D e s i g n  a t  I U P U I .  



As part of our fundraising efforts we have created a donor chart for contributors who 
help us with financial support for this project. This is a special opportunity for you to 
commemorate a graduating student from the class of 2010 by adding their name to 
a Class of 2010 Torch Memorial Plaque. The giving levels will honor contributions 
from donors as: 

'Lead Kindly Light'                                              $5,000 or more  
 
Torchbearers                                                        $4,999 - $2000 
 
May Wright Sewall's Legacy League                 $1,999 - $750 
 
Lamplighters                                                        $749 - $101 
 
Friends of Classical Education                           $100 and less  

Commemorate a senior! A generous gift of $50 or more will  
allow Herron High School to place the name of your Class of 2010  

student on a memorial plaque. ***Please specify the name of the  
student you would like to honor in the space provided below.  

YES! I would love to help return the May Wright Sewall Memorial Torches to their 

original site! I would like to donate at the following level ________________________ 

 

Please accept my tax deductible gift in the amount of $ ____________________________________ 

 

I would like the recognition statement that will be read during the Rededication ceremony to  

reflect the following name(s): ___________________________________________________________ 

 

I would like to commemorate the following senior in the class of 2010. Please accept my gift of $50 or 

more and add the following name to the memorial plaque: ____________________________________ 

 

Name: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:____________________________________________________________________________ 

City/State/Zip:_______________________________________________________________________ 

Email: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

          

 I would like to RSVP to attend the Rededication Breakfast on May 27
th
. Party of #_______________ 

Contributors at all levels will be honored on May 27  

H e r r o n  H i g h  S c h o o l  i s  n o t  a f f i l i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  H e r r o n  S c h o o l  o f  A r t  a n d  D e s i g n  a t  I U P U I .  

Class of 2010 

May Wright Sewall Memorial Torches  

Rededication Breakfast: A committee of board members and parents are preparing a rededi-
cation breakfast ceremony to welcome the return of the torches on May 27, 2010, 8-9:30 am 
on the campus grounds. This event will be an opportunity to herald the return of the torches, 
honor our contributors, celebrate Herron High Schoolsô successful first four years. and proudly 
pay tribute to our inaugural class of graduating seniors, the Class of 2010. 


